
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

 Children’s bulletins and worship notes are available in the round tract rack in the 

entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

 



The First Sunday of Advent 

November 26 & 27, 2016 

 

Promises Made: God’s kingdom is coming. 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (Saturday & 8:00 AM) 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 206 

 

 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (10:30 AM) 

 Christian Worship 295 

 

Affirmation of Holy Baptism (10:30 AM) Christian Worship, pg. 12 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Sitr up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  

                                                           
 

 Prayer of the Day for the Sundays of Advent: The Prayer of the Day for each Sunday in Advent 

helps to set the tone for the day. These especially beautiful ancient prayers were said by many of the 

faithful when children would take turns reciting them during the week as they lit the candles on their 

Advent wreaths.  

 

We are reminded by these prayers that Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation. The Church 

celebrates the three-fold coming of Christ: long ago as a baby in Bethlehem, to us today through Word 

and Sacraments, and in glory at the end of time. Throughout the season of Advent, this is our invitation, 

our anticipation, and our sure and certain hope: Come, Lord Jesus! 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5 

Because the day is coming, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

  In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

   as chief among the mountains; 

   it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 

  Many peoples will come and say, 

  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 

   He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

  The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

  They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

  Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 18 (see pg. 13) 

Because the day is coming, let us trust in the LORD. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 13:11-14 

Because the day is coming, let us wake from our slumber. 

 

 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your 

slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the 

day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave 

decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 

about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia. 
 

Please stand  
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After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 

Because the day is coming, let us always keep watch. 
 

 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days 

before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 

entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 

away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be 

taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 

left. 

 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 

would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, 

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Savior of the Nations, Come  

    Christian Worship 2 

 

Sermon Isaiah 2:1-5 

 

Let Us Walk in the Light of the Lord 

 

Please stand  
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering  

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Advent 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the 

offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you 

continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 

 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride 

and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to 

cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before 

Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.  
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M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (see pg. 14) 

     Christian Worship Supplement 771 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

Christian Worship 7 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

 “Psalm 18” Tune Dale Wood. Reprinted from Seasonal Psalms © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House.  

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. For local use only.  

 

 

Readings for the Week of Advent 1 

 

 M 2 Corinthians 1:15-22…..…………………………….. Habakkuk 2:1-4 

 T Micah 2:1, 2, 9, 12, 13…….….………………………. Colossians 1:9-14 

 W 2 Samuel 7:4-9, 11-14a, 16…………………………… Genesis 49:8-10 

 TH Isaiah 64:1-3………………………………………….. Numbers 24:15-18 

 F Hebrews 10:19-25……………………………………. John 18:33-37 

 S Revelation 22:12-14, 15, 17, 20, 21…………………... Zephaniah 3:14-17  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday) 

 

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday) 

 Mark Naumann (8:00 AM) 

 Matt Bahr (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that 

anticipates Christmas and honors the prophets who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.  

Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful. 

 

 Sawyer Sweet, son of Timothy and Andrea, nee Schlavensky, Sweet will have his baptism 

affirmed during the 10:30 AM service. Serving as sponsors are Chera Luedke and Tom 

Schlavensky. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Doris Palubecki in home hospice care. 
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Psalm 18 

 

 

 The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; 

  my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 

 

 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

  he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 

 

 He brought me out into a spacious place; 

  he rescued me because he delighted in me. 

 

 Refrain 

 

 You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; 

  my God turns my darkness into light. 

 

 You save the humble 

  but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 

  

 You give me your shield of victory, 

  and your right hand sustains me. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain   
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Parents’ Preview for December 4 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

This response is sung after the reading of the Gospel. 

We praise our crucified and risen Lord whose words we hear in the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 


